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SUBJECT: POLISH REPRESENTATION ON LABELING OF ORBIS MATERIALS 
REF: A. STATE 032455; B. STATE 024417 

1. MFA OFFICIALS IN PAST THREE CONSECUTIVE DAYS HAVE 
APPROACHED THE PRESS AND CULTURAL COUNSELOR TO EXPRESS 
THE MFA'S CONCERN REGARDING THE ORBIS TOURIST MATERIALS 
BEING WITHHELDXFROM DISTRIBUTION BY THE JUSTICE DEPT. 
PAWLISZEWSKI, VICE DIRECTOR OF DEPARTMENT THREE, SAID 
ON FEBRUARY 1 THAT THE MFA FELT STRONGLY THAT ANY 
EXPLANATIONS OF JUSTICE'S ACTION SHOULD BE COMMUNICATED 
TO THE POLISH EMBASSY VIA THE DEPARTMENT AND NOT THROUGH 
ORBIS/JUSTICE CONTACTS. PAWLISZEWSKI ALSO STATE HIS 
GOVERNMENT HAD RAISED THE ISSUE AT THE DEPARTMENT AND, 
THEREFORE, EXPECTED THE MATTER TO BE HANDLED THERE AS AN 
"EXTREMELY SENSITIVE POLITICAL MATTER WHICH COULD HAVE 
UNFORTUNATE REPERCUSSIONS, " IF NOT RESOLVED. AT THE SAME 
TIME, THE MFA WISHED TO KEEP ITS REPRESENTATIONS LOW- 

KEY. HE SIAD THE PREVENTION OF DISTRIBUTION OF POLISH 
PUBLICATIONS IN THE U.S. COULD "CREATE CONSIDERABLE 
DIFFICULTY IN POLAND IF THE PROBLEM WERE SEIZED UPON 
BY OTHER, PARTICULARLY AT THIS TIME." 

2. THE NEXT DAY, PAWLISZEWSKI ATTENDED THE KOSCIUSZKO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 WARSAW 00930 151046Z 

WREATHLAYING CEREMONY AT WARSAW UNIVERSITY AND ONCE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


AGAIN RAISED THE QUESTION OF THE BROCHURES. HE 
REJECTED THE SUGGESTION THAT ORBIS LAWYERS OR POLISH 
EMBASSY OFFICIALS MEET WITH JUSTICE (AS RECOMMENDED IN 
REFTEL B) AND REPEATED THE MFA'S POSITION THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT WAS THE ONLY ENTITY WITH WHICH THEY 
INTENDED TO COMMUNICATE ON THE MATTER. 

3. ON FEBRUARY 13, WOJTOWICZ OF DEPARTMENT III REITERATED PAWLISZEWSKI 

ARGUMENTS AND THE MFA'S CONCERN DURING AN EMBASSY RECEPTION. 
WOJTOWICZ SAID AMBASSADOR TRAMPCZ YN SKI HAD BEEN "SEVERELY 
CRITICIZED" WITHIN THE MFA FOR TAKING TOO SOFT A LINE 
ON THE ISSUE. TRAMPCZYNSKI, HE CLAIMED, WOULD BE 
INSTRUCTED TO ADOPT A RIGID POSITION WHICH WOULD: 

1) REQUIRE HIM TO REJECT THE JUSTICE DEPT S CON- 
TENTION THAT THE ORBIS TRAVEL MATERIAL WAS PROPAGANDA 
AND 2) REJECT THE SUGGESTION THAT THE POLISH EMBASSY 
OR ORBIS DEAL DIRECTLY WITH JUSTICE. AT THIS POINT, 

WOJTOWICZ WAS TOLD THAT JUSTICE WOULD BE 

INFORMING ORBIS OF THE ACCEPTABILITY OF THE 

THREE BROCHURES IN QUESTION. WOJTOWICZ WAS ALMOST 

ECSTATIC UPON HEARING THIS AND DURING THE COURSE 

OF THE EVENING THANKED THE PRESS AND CULTURAL COUNSELOR 

AT LEAST FOUR TIMES FOR THE "GOOD NEWS." WHEN 

LEAVING THE RECEPTION, HE REEMPHASIZED THE 

IMPORTANCE THE MFA ATTACHED TO THE MATTER. 

COMMENT: WE ARE CERTAIN THAT THE POSITIVE ACTION BY 
JUSTICE HAS PREVENTED A POTENTIALLY STICKY MATTER 
FROM DEVELOPING INTO A CAUSE CELEBRE. IT WAS CLEAR 
FROM THE STATEMENTS OF MFA OFFICIALS THAT RETALIATORY 
ACTION WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BEEN TAKEN AGAINST EMBASSY- 
DISTRIBUTED PUBLICATIONS, WHICH ARE FREELY MAILED 
THROUGHOUT POLAND IN THE THOUSANDS. OF GREATEST 
SENSITIVITY WAS JUSTICE'S CONTENTION THAT THE 
ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL ON WARTIME DESTRUCTION IN POLAND 
WAS UNACCEPTABLE (PAWLISZEWSKI SAID THE MFA CAREFULLY 
REVIEWED THE TREE ITMES HELD UP BY JUSTICE AND 
COULDNOT UNDERSTAND HOW " A MONUMENT AT WESTERPLATTE 
COMMEMORATING THE DEAD" COULD BE CONSIDERED PROPAGANDA 
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OR OBJECTIONABLE). NEITHER PAWLISZEWSKI NOR WOJTOWICZ WAS 
INFORMED OF THE JUSTICE POLICY DECISION (AS 
REQUESTED IN PARA THREE. REFTEL A). 

4. REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT APPRISE USIA OF THE 
ABOVE SINCE THE MFA RAISED THE SUBJECT WITH DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR KOPP DURING HIS VISIT TO WARSAW LAST 
MONTH. 
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